
   

January 19, 2016 

State of Illinois 

County of Cook 

Village of Stickney 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Stickney met in regular session on Tuesday, January 
16, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Stickney Village Hall, 6533 W. Pershing Road, Stickney, Illinois. 

  

Upon the roll call, the following Trustees were present: 

Trustees Fuentes, Hrejsa, Lazansky, Milenkovic, Savopoulos and White 

Trustee Milenkovic moved, duly seconded by Trustee Savopoulos, to approve the minutes of 
the previous regular session on Tuesday, January 5, 2016. 

Upon the roll call, the following Trustees voted: 

Ayes:  Trustees Fuentes, Hrejsa, Lazansky, Milenkovic, Savopoulos and White 

Nays:  None 

Mayor Morelli declared the motion carried. 

Trustee White moved, duly seconded by Trustee Savopoulos that the bills, approved by the 
various committees of the Board, be approved for payment, and to approve warrants which 
authorize the Village Treasurer to draw checks to pay the bills, to be signed by the 
authorized signers, as provided for by the Ordinances of the Village of Stickney. 

Upon the roll call, the following Trustees voted: 

Ayes:  Trustees Fuentes, Hrejsa, Lazansky, Milenkovic, Savopoulos and White 

Nays:  None 

Mayor Morelli declared the motion carried. 

Trustee Lazansky moved, duly seconded by Trustee White to accept the report from the 
Illinois Department of Revenue for sales tax collected for the month of October, 2015 
indicating the sum of $37,182.47. 



Upon the roll call, the following Trustees voted: 

Ayes:  Trustees Fuentes, Hrejsa, Lazansky, Milenkovic, Savopoulos and White 

Nays:  None 

Mayor Morelli declared the motion carried. 

Trustee White moved. Duly seconded by Trustee Savopoulos to accept the report from the 
Illinois Department of Transportation for the month of July, 2015 in the amount of 
$15,315.27. 

Upon the roll call, the following Trustees voted: 

Ayes:  Trustees Fuentes, Hrejsa, Lazansky, Milenkovic, Savopoulos and White 

Nays:  None 

Mayor Morelli declared the motion carried. 
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At this time the mayor informed the audience that a presentation will be made from Kane, 
McKenna and Associates, Inc. Regarding Tax Increment Financing.  Trustee Savopoulos 
introduced Charles L. Durham, Senior Vice President of Kane, McKenna.   

We learned that Kane, McKenna submitted a proposal to us to determine if a TIF is 
appropriate and to assist us in evaluating different areas of the village that might be good 
candidates.  They would provide guidance and help for our counsel.  They would help in 
creating public hearings.  They will help in analyzing different areas of the village.  He 
named specific areas such as Pershing, Harlem and Hawthorne Race Course to make a 
determination whether they qualify.  They will provide us with a draft proposal for our 
consideration.  This firm will stay with us to configure the boundaries.   The specific needs 
of Stickney will be met.  The entire process takes approximately 16 to 22 weeks.  If it started 
in February, it could be done by early summer.   

Trustee Lazansky questioned the cost.  Mr. Durham explained that the cost is based on size.  
The Trustee questioned the mention of Hawthorne.  He said that they are still running.  Mr. 
Durham said they would offer to evaluate it for us and determine if it qualifies.  This is a 
policy decision.  They could be something you could contemplate doing in the future.  At 
least the analysis would be done.  Mr. Durham informed us that they always try to keep 
their cost to the lower end.  He explained that the process happens in phases.  The first 
phase is eligibility, the second phase is a redevelopment plan and the third phase is the 
process itself.   



Trustee Lazansky asked if we spend that money to have it re-evaluated and to check to see 
what businesses would come in there, how long would it take before we see a return on our 
investment?   Mr. Durham explained that typically it will take three to five years before you 
see tax increment.  It also depends on whether we can attract projects within the TIF 
district, the sooner you can see results.  It is a slower project that is more of an incremental 
type of result.   

Trustee Lazansky asked what happens if you can’t get new businesses.  Mr. Durham said 
that they would make an analysis and they may suggest that we wait.  He explained that we 
could use marketing development.  Trustee Lazansky mentioned that we are landlocked in 
comparison to other municipalities.  Trustee Savopoulos informed us that we can collect 
these fees from the TIF itself.  Mr. Durham explained that we could reimburse ourselves 
from the TIF.  Mr. Durham clarified that what happens with the TIF district is it establishes 
a tax base and grows in subsequent years (2015 & 2016) and that tax rate is applied back to 
the growth in the EAV and the taxes generated from that EAV go straight to the village 
treasury.  This can be utilized for redevelopment projects.   

Trustee Fuentes asked if they would handle marketing strategies.   They do not.  They make 
recommendations.  It is not their strength.  There are ways to contact commercial 
developments to gauge interest.  Trustee Fuentes was concerned about the Harlem Ave. 
district.   

Village Attorney Del Galdo clarified that what is on the agenda tonight is whether or not to 
approve the contract.  What happens next, is Kane, McKenna has to tell the  
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village what legally meets the criteria.  The village just couldn’t pick a geographic boundary 
and say this is a TIF area.   It must meet legal requirements under the TIF statute.  There is 
a study and they are experts at this.  They will tell the village what qualifies and what 
doesn’t.  It is up to the village.  However, how the board and the mayor decides is the 
appropriate process.  It is up to the board as to what should or should not be included.  
Those would happen after you would determine what would qualify or not qualify.  As to 
residential property, there are safeguards built into the TIF statute that require extra 
notices if there is residential housing impact studies.  You could no longer exercise eminent 
domain power as part of a new TIF that is being developed for economic development 
purposes.  The board by acting today is to simply engage Kane and McKenna to do a study 
and advise us whether it is legally appropriate to have the village have a TIF district and, 
with their input, would use that input as to where the boundaries should or should not be.  
There will be separate public hearings and ordinances that would be required to actually 
approve geographic areas. 

Trustee Savopoulos moved, duly seconded by Trustee White to approve Resolution 03-2016, 
“A Resolution Authorizing and Approving a Certain Agreement with Kane, McKenna and 
Associates, Inc. for the Village of Stickney.” 

Upon the roll call, the following Trustees voted: 



Ayes:  Trustees Hrejsa, Milenkovic, Savopoulos and White 

Present:  Trustee Fuentes and Lazansky 

Nays:  None 

Mayor Morelli declared the motion carried. 

Trustee White moved, duly seconded by Trustee Lazansky to approve Resolution 04-2016, 
“A Resolution Amending a Certain Retirement Plan for the Village of Stickney.” 

Upon the roll call, the following Trustees voted: 

Ayes:  Trustees Fuentes, Hrejsa, Lazansky, Milenkovic, Savopoulos and White 

Nays:  None 

Mayor Morelli declared the motion carried. 

MAYOR’S REPORT:   Mayor Deborah Morelli read the following:  “On July 22, 2015 
while working at the village hall, I went into the office of the building inspector/Trustee 
Milenkovic (a shared office) and discovered a newspaper article with a picture of me on 
your bulletin board with push pins placed in my breasts.  The newspaper article and the 
push pins in my breasts was wide open and visible to employees and any resident in this 
area.  I was both embarrassed and outraged by your actions.  As the mayor and chief 
executive officer of the Village of Stickney, I have obligations to the employees of the village 
to ensure that the workplace is free of sexual harassment and is was not a hostile work 
environment.  I and the citizens of the village demand that their elected officials not only 
adhere to the rules but lead by example.  You failed in both regards.  Your actions amounted 
to sexual harassment.  In the manner in which you acted publically posting a picture of me 
with push pins in my breasts encouraged sexual harassment.  As the mayor, I am 
disappointed.  As a woman, I am appalled.  On behalf of myself, all employees and the 
female residents of the village, I demand a written apology.  Your actions and your inability 
to adhere to  
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the very rules you were elected to support demonstrate that you are not fit for office and 
you should resign.  As the mayor, I have no authority to remove you from office.  So I can 
only ask that you resign to show the employees and residents that there are consequences 
when you don’t follow the rules.  If you refuse to resign, at a minimum you need to enroll in 
sexual harassment class and get counseling so that you can learn right from wrong and 
change your behavior so that there are no more victims of your actions.  And, I just want to 
say that I did come in and I confronted you on this after I had seen it, and you smirked in 
my face, and, didn’t even offer an apology to me on that, you just had it hanging on your 
bulletin board with all the rest of your news.  And, I am not going to pass this picture 
around, but if anybody wants to see it please come to my office.  I would be happy to show 
you what I had to see.  Thank you very much.” 



Trustee Hrejsa asked, “Who did it.” “Do you have proof?” “Was it Dave Schmidt?”  The 
mayor said,”No, it was on Mitch’s bulletin board and I confronted him with it.”  Trustee 
Hrejsa remarked, “It is Dave Schmidt’s office.”   The mayor said, “I knew that and that it is 
both of their offices.”  The mayor said, “I talked to Mitch (Trustee Milenkovic) about it.”   

Trustee Milenkovic asked if he could respond to this.  “He said, “I did put the picture up 
there (on the bulletin board).”  “But, I didn’t do anything with the pins.”  “I didn’t know 
who did it.”  He continued to say, “We did have this conversation.”  The mayor interrupted 
and said, “Not about that.”  Trustee Milenkovic continued to say, “That door is open most 
of the day.” “It is a common area.” “I don’t know who has been in and out of there.”   
“Things have disappeared in that office.”  And, he continued, “I told you I didn’t do it and 
didn’t know anything about it.”  The mayor disputed this by saying, “I did not hear that 
from you.”  Trustee Milenkovic said, “This was our conversation.”  Again, the mayor said, 
“No that was not my conversation with you.”  Trustee Milenkovic said, “Sorry, yes it was.”  
The mayor said, “No, I didn’t not hear that from you.”  Trustee Milenkovic said, “I am not 
going to apologize,” “I didn’t do anything.”  The mayor quipped, “I know you wouldn’t do 
that,”   “You would not apologize.”  “That is just what I got from you originally.”  At this 
point, Trustee Savopoulos asked, “Are you going to apologize to Jeff (Trustee White)?”  
Trustee White interjected, “Maybe I could get an apology from you and your daughter after 
handing out this flyer door-to-door on Easter Sunday.”  The mayor said, “That was not a 
lie.”  “It’s not like you had push pins stuck in your pants.”   At this point, Trustee Hrejsa 
stated, “You (the mayor) have no proof and why are you blaming somebody.”  “And that 
Dave Schmidt has that same office.” “Thank you.” 

CLERK’S REPORT:  The EPA notified the village concerning that Waste Management 
Transfer Station Cook County, 3815 S. Laramie Avenue.  In addition, she provided 
information about the March 15, primary election. 

TRUSTEE’S REPORTS:   Trustee Fuentes gave information on recent laws that took effect 
on January 1. 

Trustee Hrejsa informed us that there is a Parks and Recreation meeting on January 26, 
2015 at 6:30 p.m.  There will be discussion on Easter.  She asked for a lot of people  
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to attend.  There is only a few committee people attending.  She asked for suggestions to 
help the community.   

Trustee Lazansky gave the police report for the month of December, 2015.  The total 
number of calls for service;   1,403:  Total number of E911 calls received; 418:  Arrest by 
type:  Traffic:  87; Village Ordinance Offences:  25; Warrants and Complaints: 7;   



Parking violations:  145; Total number of arrests/citations issued:  264; Total number of 
squad miles:  9,538; Total amount of gasoline used:  1,130.4;  Average gas  mileage/squad:  
8.438. 

Trustee Milenkovic provided a tree report.  There was a tree board meeting on January 7.  
They discussed Arbor Day which is on April 29.  We will be having assemblies at Edison and 
Home Schools.  We will have a tree lottery in the fall.  They wrote letters to two homes 
because they had some problems with their trees.  Resident Ed Bartunek and Trustee 
Milenkovic attended a couple of tree seminars in East Hazel Crest on January 15.  They 
learned about how to developing a winning grant proposal for ecology projects.  There is 
another $10,000 matching grant on incorporating oak ecosystem recovery goals.  Beth 
Lukas and Trustee Milenkovic have been working on that.  Trustee Milenkovic asked 
Treasurer Kurt Kasnicka how the installation of the new server is going.  Kasnicka told the 
Trustee that there are still a few issues.  He invited the Trustee to meet with him at a later 
time.  Trustee Milenkovic then addressed Village Attorney Mike Del Galdo.  The Trustee 
said, “Several times we have discussed merging the position of Village Prosecutor with the 
Village Attorney.  The Trustee asked for Attorney Del Galdo to put this on the agenda.   

Trustee Savopoulos stated, “That as a business owner that fills out applications and pays 
business licenses and pays taxes to this village, I would like to know when you are going to 
finally write that check to the Village of Stickney for running that illegal business in your 
basement.” The mayor responded, “When Mitch gets through writing  his out for his 
business.”  Trustee Savopoulos continued, “How about giving all the rest of the businesses  a 
waiver for all the years that you ran a business illegally.”  The mayor raised her voice and 
said, “This is not something you are going to talk to me about right now.”  Trustee 
Savopoulos disagreed, “Well, I am talking to you about it.”  The mayor responded, “And, I 
am not listening.”  Trustee Savopoulos said, “I think all  the rest of the businesses would 
appreciate not paying for a business license just like you did.”  “I could come up with fifty 
people who have had their hair cut there.”   

Trustee White didn’t have a report but he did say that the mayor never cut his hair. 

AUDIENCE QUESTIONS:  Remarks were made by Richard Vachata (President of Sokol 
Stickney), Kimberly Elliot, Audrey Austrevich and Marie Vachata concerning the Sokol.    
Richard Vachata gave a history of Sokol.  He referred to a letter he received on July 30, that 
he had until August 29, to apply for a permit to remodel the basement of the basement (of 
the Stickney Recreation Center).  He paid for an asbestos study out of his own pocket.  He 
waited for the permit.  Building Inspector claimed that it is in the hands of the attorney.  He 
complained that  he finally met with Trustee Milenkovic about what needs to be done.  On 
October 21, a letter comes that there is an addendum to supersede the original agreement.  
Again he was told to apply for a permit.  He finally has the permit but couldn’t do the work 
until he agrees to the  
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agreement.   My spending $14,000 (which he felt was on the high side) from FEMA to do the 
work.  To get the work done he has to sign it.  It doesn’t have a term on it.  All it says is, “If 



at any time, the village has a reason or any reason, the village has the right to kick us out.  
So, why would I sign this agreement?  So why would I spend $14,000 to do that?  He 
continued to reiterate much that he already addressed to the board.   Mr. Vachata stated 
that on November 30, he sent a letter saying he didn’t agree with a couple of the things on 
the addendum.  He never received a reply.  He came to a meeting but got side-barred into 
another meeting.  He was told he didn’t get his letter in in time to make the agenda.  He was 
told that he could have another chance to reply.  To tell us what you really want.  He wrote 
another letter on December 28, which said that they wanted something like they already 
had.  Again he didn’t get an official reply.  He did claim that he spoke to Trustee 
Milenkovic.   

Mr. Vachata now came forward to present the building permit #15-450.  The permit was 
voluntarily surrendered by Sokol on January 19, 2016 at the Village Board Meeting.  No 
work was performed prior to surrender.   

Trustee White moved, duly seconded by Trustee Lazansky to adjourn to Closed Session at 
7:55 p.m. 

A.  Discussion only with no vote required regarding Probable and Imminent Litigation 
(Consideration of This Matter Held in Closed Meeting/Executive Session Pursuant 
to (5 ILCS 120/2  (c) (11) (2014)).   

Upon the roll call, the following Trustees voted: 

Ayes:  Trustees Fuentes, Hrejsa, Lazansky, Milenkovic, Savopoulos and White 

Nays:  None 

Mayor Morelli declared the motion carried. 

Trustee Lazansky moved, duly seconded by Trustee Fuentes to return to Open Session.  

Upon the roll call, the following Trustees voted: 

Ayes:  Trustees Fuentes, Hrejsa, Lazansky, Milenkovic, Savopoulos and White 

Nays:  None 

Mayor Morelli declared the motion carried. 

There being no further business, Trustee Lazansky moved, duly seconded by Trustee 
Savopoulos that the meeting be adjourned.  Upon which the Board adopted the motion at 
8:25 p.m. 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       ________________________ 



          Audrey McAdams, Village Clerk 

                

Approved by me this  3rd day of  February, 2016 

   

____________________________ 

Deborah E. Morelli, Village Mayor


